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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the last paragraph on page 7 with the following rewritten paragraph: 

— FIGURE 8 is an amino acid sequence comparison of Expressed Sequence Tag 
regions of the NIM1 protein (numbers correspond to amino acid positions in SEP ID 
NO: 3) and cDNA protein products of 4 rice gene sequences (SEP ID Nos: 4-1 IV - 
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